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STATEWIDE REPORTED TRAFFIC FATALITIES 
01/01/2008 – 01/27/2008

SIGNIFICANT HIGHWAY PATROL APPREHENSIONS
01/14/2008 – 01/27/2008

Trooper Hoffman stopped a 1998 Pontiac 
Bonneville for traveling 99/65mph zone on I-80 
in Erie County. While questioning the driver in 
the patrol car, the impaired passenger moved 
into the driver’s seat of the suspect vehicle and 
fled. Numerous officers joined the pursuit that 
lasted 32 minutes and covered a distance of 53 
miles, reaching speeds of 125mph. Suspect has 
a history of domestic violence and a suspended 
license for failure to pay child support. The 
suspect is a person of interest in a stabbing 
case in Defiance, Ohio. Suspect charged with 
OVI, DUS, and Felony Fleeing and Eluding.
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Trooper Appollonio attempted to stop a 1993 
Toyota Camry for a traffic violation on I-670 in 
Franklin County. A short pursuit ensued and 
vehicle was stopped without further incident. 
With the assistance of Columbus PD, a PC 
search of the three occupants and vehicle was 
conducted. A .45 caliber semi-automatic MAC-
10 and a magazine loaded with 25 rounds of 
hollow-point ammunition was discovered in the 
vehicle. Driver had a suspended license and 
two active warrants for Possession of Controlled 
Substance and OVI.
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LOOKING BEYOND THE TICKET
Famous Traffic Stops in United States History
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In May 1983, two California Highway Patrol Troopers stopped a suspected drunk driver 
along the San Diego Freeway. After failing the roadside sobriety tests, he was arrested and 
his vehicle searched. The body of a young male was found in the front seat of the vehicle. 
Randy Kraft (aka The Southern California Strangler) was convicted of the murder of 16 
men, and is suspected to have killed 67 total people.      
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In August 1975, officer stopped a suspect for driving without headlights and trying to elude 
police. A search of the car uncovered numerous items used as criminal tools. The driver, 
Ted Bundy, was investigated further due to his vehicle matching one used in a recent 
kidnapping-murder. He was convicted of the crimes and in June 1977 was transferred to 
Colorado where he escaped custody. Six days later, Bundy was again arrested for erratic 
driving and possession of a stolen car by two alert deputies. He escaped from jail in 
December 1977 and fled to Florida. In February 1978, a Pensacola officer was conducting 
a routine license plate check that uncovered a stolen vehicle that was driven by a suspect 
identified as Ken Misner; one of 21 identities assumed by Bundy, complete with credit 
cards, passport and forged ID. Further questioning and subsequent struggle led to Bundy’s 
final arrest. “Terrible Ted” was believed to have murdered between 19-36 people.  
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Case

In August 2006, a Nevada Highway Trooper made a routine traffic stop of a 2007 Cadillac 
Escalade because the vehicle’s temporary license plate was not visible. Numerous 
indicators of criminal activity and conflicting stories by the three occupants led to the 
apprehension of William Jeffs, the leader of a controversial fundamentalist sect, who was 
wanted for sex crimes related to forcing teenage girls into polygamous marriages with 
older men. He was charged with sexual conduct with minors and incest, and subsequently 
convicted on two counts of rape.

In April 1995, an Oklahoma State Trooper stopped a vehicle for failing to display a license 
plate. The officer arrested the suspect for carrying a loaded handgun. The suspect, Timothy 
McVeigh, was later identified as the primary suspect in the Oklahoma City Bombing. At the 
time, this was the deadliest domestic act of terrorism in the United States, killing 168 
people, injuring 850 more, and damaging over 300 buildings.

In June 1993, New York State Troopers attempted to stop a pickup truck that had no rear 
license plate. A 15-minute high-speed pursuit ensued that ended when the vehicle struck a 
utility pole. Officers noticed a strong odor emanating from the back of the vehicle and the 
subsequent search uncovered a dead body. Joel Rifkin was found guilty of nine murders, 
and is believed to have killed a total of 17 women.  

In January 1992, a Riverside County Sheriff’s officer stopped a van for making an illegal u-
turn. The driver was found to have a suspended license and the vehicle' registration had 
expired. The suspect was detained and further investigation led to the conviction of William 
Suff (aka The Riverside Prostitute Killer) on 12 counts of murder.  
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