Drive to Survive Traffic Safety Pyramid

Teaching points for each level of the pyramid:

Me/You
· Explain the roles we all play in promoting and contributing to safety on the road. 
· Explain our role as an officer and our role as a private citizen.  We are only as safe as the safest driver on the road.  As law enforcement officers we can target enforcement to problem areas, but we cannot be every where all the time.
· Explain that at this point safe driving practices are most effective.
· As more drivers adopt the basic principles of the Drive to Survive Pyramid, they become better drivers and roadway safety is enhanced.

Speed Kills
· Drivers who speed are more likely to become involved in a crash. (American Transportation Research Institute…ATRI)
· Crashes, serious injury or death are more likely to occur at higher speeds because of the high speed.

· Insurance Institute Highway Safety – crash severity increases disproportionately with vehicle speed.

· Ex. A frontal impact crash at 35mph is 1/3rd more violent than one at 30mph.

· For every 10mph over 50mph that a vehicle travels the chances of death or serious injury DOUBLE.

· Speeders do not understand the risk they are taking…..this risky behavior endangers everybody.
· Speeders have more crashes and violations than slow drivers.

Factors to Consider

· Reduces driver’s ability to control vehicle

· Reduces field of vision

· Stopping distances increased

· Compromises integrity of vehicle structure

· Decreases effectiveness of vehicle safety features and roadway safety features

· Increased tread wear on tires and wear on braking system

· Puts other motorists or pedestrians at risk….unable to accurately judge speed

Seatbelts Save Lives
· National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) estimates that fatalities could be reduced by 2/3 if safety belt use was increased to 90% nationwide.

· 2005 - Ohio’s safety belt use rate was 79%

· 2005 - 33% 16-20 year olds killed in traffic crashes were belted

53% were not belted

· Effective safety device

· State Law…..strictly enforced

Fail to Stop….Fail to Survive
· 2nd leading cause of crashes
· 2005 - Ohio 79% of all intersection crashes were FTY

· 2005 - Ohio 33% of all fatal crashes & 48% of all injury crashes occurred at intersections.

· Late afternoon & early evening hours 

· Characteristics of red light runners are similar to speeders

· FTY includes private drives, left turns, merging on/off ramps

A Distracted Driver is a Deadly Driver
· Driver inattention is on the rise:  Driver inattention is the leading factor in most crashes and near-crashes, according to a landmark report released by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) and the Virginia Tech Transportation Institute (VTTI).  Nearly 80% of crashes & 65% of near-crashes involved some form of driver inattention within three seconds before the event.  Primary causes of driver inattention are distracting activities, such as cell phone use & drowsiness.  4/20/06
· Cell phones

· Music

· Passengers

· Inexperience

· The roadway requires your full attention 100% of the time

· A moment of distraction can be fatal

· You cannot control driving conditions….you can only control your driving behavior….do not engage in any activity that detracts from good driving behavior 
· Think about the consequences….is a moment of distraction worth

· Killing a small child near the road 

· Killing an elderly person getting their mail

· Killing a bicyclist

· Killing a pedestrian crossing the road

· Killing yourself

Buckle Up & Speak Up if the Driver Crosses the Line
· Motor Vehicle crashes are the number one cause of death for young adults between the ages of 16 and 24.

· Young drivers are involved in fatal crashes at over twice the rate of the rest of the population.

· Inexperience

· Peer pressure

· Risk assessment

· Drivers under 25 have the highest violation rates

· Speeding

· Impaired driving

· Traffic control devices

· Improper passing


· Failure to yield

· Improper turns

· Speak Up and keep control as a driver, passenger, and friend.

Alcohol, Drugs, Motor Vehicles and YOU are a Lethal Mix

· 2005 Ohio 32% fatal crashes alcohol was a factor, 8% injury crashes & 5% of all crashes…45% for all crashes.

· 2005 Ohio 62% of alcohol related crashes occurred between 8:00pm and 3:59am.

· 61% of at fault drunk drivers had a BAC level of .16 or higher
· Consequences

· Death 

· Serious injury

· Jail

· License revocation

· Fines

· Insurance

Share the Roadway with Courtesy, Respect, and Understanding

· Be a courteous driver…..not an aggressive driver
· Show respect just as you would interact in person

· Drive with a better understanding of what is going on around you

· Other Drivers

· Indicators of a lost driver

· Indicators of an aggressive driver

· Indicators of an impaired driver

· Indicators of a distracted driver

· Other Vehicles/Pedestrians

· See lights move right

· Watch for joggers

· Watch for bicyclists

· Watch for small children

· Watch for motorcycles

· Watch for people getting their mail

