
 
          Ohio State Highway Patrol Tattoo FAQ 
 

 
 
The Ohio State Highway Patrol has expanded its tattoo acceptance for troopers, which now 
allows current troopers and potential applicants to wear the long sleeve uniform shirt to cover 
tattoos. Below is a list of frequently asked questions (FAQ) about the uniform policy change, 
when the long-sleeve shirt is required, and who the policy applies to. 
 
Are any visible tattoos allowed? 

No employee shall have tattoos above the neckline or below the wrist. An exception 
may be made for a conservative wedding band/civil union tattoo, brand, or body art on 
the ring finger of one hand. These must be pre-approved by the Office of Personnel and 
will be reviewed on a case-by-case basis. 

 
Can all troopers have the option to wear the long sleeve uniform during summer (i.e.: a cold 
day)? 

No. Troopers will wear the designated seasonal uniform as dictated by the 
Superintendent. Those employees not deemed to be in compliance with the summer 
short sleeve uniform due to tattoos, brandings, or body art will be required to wear the 
long sleeve uniform with a straw Stetson. 

 
Is a tie required if wearing long sleeves during the summer short sleeve uniform time frame?  

Yes. Employees who are required to wear long sleeve shirts to comply with these 
provisions are also required to wear the Division-issued tie while wearing long sleeves.  

 
Will a straw Stetson be worn with long sleeves during the summer months? 

Yes. Employees who are required to wear long sleeve shirts to comply with these 
provisions are required to wear the Division-issued straw Stetson and felt Stetson 
according to the seasonal schedule. 

 
Are summer long sleeve uniforms being developed (i.e.: thinner/different material, vents, 
etc.)? 

The Office of Planning Research and Development is currently researching and testing 
available uniform fabric and fit options for our trousers and long and short sleeve 
uniform shirts.  


